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HYMN, 
A the Beginning of the. Service. 


CROWN Him, ye morning stars of light, 

Who fix'd this floating ball; 

Now hail the strength of Israel's might, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 


Ye chosen seed of Israel's race, 
Ye ransom'd of the fall, 
Hail Him, who saves you by his grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 
Hail Him, ye heirs of David's line, 
g | | Whom David Lord did call; 
| The God Incarnate ! Man Divine ! 
The crowned Lord of all! * 


Sinners „ whose love can ne' er forget 
The wormwood and the gall; 
5 5 . Go, spread your trophies at his feet, 
| And crown Him Lord of all. 


Let ev'ry tribe, and ev'ry tongue, 
That bound Creation's ball; | 
Now shout in universal song. 
The crowned Lord of all. Os 
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PRA YER, BEFORE SERMON: 


angels, veiling their faces, bow. with the profoundest 
reverence; we, thy poor, unworthy creatures, who are 


sent our praives unto _ We thank thee, 0 God ! for 
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THOU most high God! before whom angels and 


here assembled in thy more immediate presence, would pre- 
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all the biegings of thy providence---that we have bread to 


eat, and cloaths to wear. But, above all, we thank thee 


for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world. 


We thank thee, © God! for the knowledge thou hast given 
us of thy blessed ways by the teaching of thy Holy Spirit; 
and we eartiestly pray that thou wouldest still instruet us 


in the way everlasting. O Lord God! there are many as 


sembled in thy presence, who, peradventure, are ignorant 
of thee, and have rushed into this house as the unthinking 
horse rusheth into the battle, But 'though they may be 
come hither without proper reverence, be pleased to make 
thyself known to them, and then shall they bow with awe 
before thee. O! teach them thyself; for till thou dost teach 


us, human learning and knowledge never can. O God! do 


thou be pleased to be in the midst of us to-day, as thou wast 
in the midst of the camps of Israel of old. Do thou grant 

that Jesus, the great Messiah, by his divine influences, may 
enlighten our souls, as the rising sun illuminates the world. 


And, O God ! grant that the enmity of the human heart 


may be taken away this day by the illumination of thy Spirit. 
There are some of thine ancient Israel in thy presence. Be 
merciful to them. Shew them the error of their way, and 
bring them to the knowledge of thyself, as revealed in thy 


word. Tell them, that without the forgiveness of their 


sins, and the witness of it, in part, they have but little 
true hope of everlasting happiness. Shew them, O God! 


that as thou art the Lord, so besides thee there is no Savi- 


gur; and that in order to be their Saviour, thou must take 
their nature and sins upon thee. O!] enable thy dust to speak 


something to-day that shall be of use to their souls | Grant 
that they may see the wisdom of thy word---that they may 
die that the prophecies respecting the Messiah are fulfilled; 
and that thou, with whom there is no variableness, nor sha- 
gow of turning, ever ast. wack ever will be, true to thy 


IE 


( 5.) 


promises. Shew them, O God! that the seventy weeks? 
are accomplished, that the Messiah is cut off, and that there 


is reconciliation made for the transgressors. Be pleased to 
carry home the knowledge of these truths to their hearts, 


and may they rejoion in thee with joy man and full 
of glory! 


Lord! thou seest that I am am to speak thy . 


word to-day. But I look unto thee, in whom are all the 


treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Thou hast received 


gifts for men. Thou art the helper of thy people, and 
upon thee, great God! do I rely for support. I see, dear 
Lord! that without thee IT can do nothing; but I desire to 


believe that I can do all things through thy strengthening. 


Do thou be pleased to enable me to speak the truth, and 
nothing but the truth. Enable thy people to hear even as 


for eternity, without any prejudice; and may they feel the 


force of the truth operating upon their souls ! 


Hear prayers, O Lord ! for those who desire an interest 


m them. Hear our prayers for the whole world. Grant 
that kingdoms wide, that sit in darkness, may have the 


glorious light of the Gospel shining into their hearts. But, 


above all, we pray for thine ancient Israel, the Jews. 


Though thou hast not called all Israel to the knowledge 


of the Messiah, yet, we trust, there are many here, at 
this time, which will be called. We thank thee, O God! 


tor the glorious signs which we have beheld; and, we trust; 
that we shall see much greater things. Lord God Al- 


mighty! convert their souls. Reveal thyself unto them: 
and may they know and feel that thy word is, indeed, 
the truth! Hear pur prayers, dear Lord! and do more and 


better for us than we can ask or think; not for our sakes, 


but for thine own. Our Father, who art in heaven, &c. 
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HYMN, BEFORE SERMON. 


SING to the Lord, Jehovah's name, 
And in his strength rejoice; 

When his salvation is our theme, 

Exalted be our voice. 


With thanks approach his awful sight, 
And psalms of honour sing; 

The Lord's a God of boundless might, 

The whole creation's king. 


Come, and with humble souls adore, 
Come, kneel before his face; 

O! may the creatures of his power 
Be children of his grace ! | 
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DANIEL ix. 24. 


« Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon. 
thy holy city, to finich the transgression, and to make 
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an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 1 
| to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the bi 
| Z vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. | 155 " 

I AGAIN enter upon the arduous work of preach- 1 
ing to God's ancient Iſrael, the Jews. And |: 
though there are not fo many preſent as on a former 0 
Fad a that will not, I hope, diſcourage me. For 1 
notwithſtanding many of them may be terrified from * 
coming to hear, by the threats of ſome in their ſo- wi 
cieties 3 yet I know, that the things which I ſhall - if 

| ſpeak will come to their hearing, as they will be re- 1 
|| lated to them in the books which will be printed. 0 
I do not intend fo particularly as before, to prove 9 
that Jeſus is the Meſſiah, or that the Meſſiah is it 
come. I have ſaid thoſe things which appear to me i! 
to be ſufficient arguments; and my buſineſs more par- my 
ticularly this afternoon, is to ſhew them the work of 9 
that Meſſiah. Nevertheleſs, as there may be many, 9 
and I know there are ſome here to-day, who did not 1 
hear me the laſt time I preached to the Jews, it may 1 
be neceſſary to mention a few words to prove that 15 l 5 
the Meſſiah is come: And I know no part of the 9 
book of God that is ſo evident a demonſtration of ia 
that truth, as the text I have now read to you. It 9 


is ſo plain, that many of your own people, O ye 
Jews! have forbid any one to calculate the time 
there ſpecified, under the penalty of a heavy curſe; 
becauſe the truth, like a bright light, ſhines in their 
faces, and unleſs they deny the fulleſt evidence, they 
cannot help confeſſing that the Meſſiah is long ago 
come. 5 
Daniel, we find, in the firſt year of Darius, was 
praying before his God; for he had underſtood by 
books, the book of Jeremiah and others, that the 
ſeventy years were nearly accompliſhed, in which 
' Jeruſalem was to be rebuilt, and the inhabitants 
thereof reſtored to their own country. So © he ſet 
His face unto the Lord God, to ſeek by prayer and 
ſupplications, with faſting, and ſackcloth, and afhes.” 
The prayer he offers to heaven upon this important 
occaſion takes up the greater part of this chapter. 
He intreats that the Lord would not correct them 
as their ſins deſerved, but that he would mingle 
mercy with all his judgments. He confeſſes both 
his own fins, and the ſins of the people of Iſrael, 
and concludes his prayer with ſaying, O Lord! 
hear; O Lord! forgive; O Lord! hearken and do; 
defer not, for thine own ſake, O my God! for thy 
city and thy people are called by thy name: which 
is defcriptive, perhaps, of as much earneftneſs, as 
it is poſſible for words to expreſs. After he had 
offered theſe ſupplications before his God; or rather, 
as he ſays, while I was ſpeaking, and praying, and 
confeſſing my ſin, and the fin of my people Iſrael, 
and preſenting my ſupplication before the Lord my 
God, for the holy mountain of my God; yea, while 
I was ſpeaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, 
whom I had ſeen in the viſion at the beginning, 
being cauſed to fly ſwiftly, touched me about the 
time of the evening oblation.” He touched Daniel 
he talked with him— he opened his underſtanding, 
and then informed him concerning the tunes. He 
25 | | 500 begins 


TT.» 
begins with the words of the text, © Seventy weeks 


are determined upon thy people, and upon thy holy 
city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end 


of ſins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 


to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up 


the vifſion and prophecy, and to anoint the moſt 


holy.” 

How there are many quarrels among the learned, 
or diſagreements rather, when theſe ſeventy weeks 
commenced, and when they ended. Perhaps, it 
would appear preſumptuous in me to enter into 
niceties of calculation; I ſhall, therefore, ſhew my- 
felf more wiſe if I negle& them. Only I would tell 
you that the general opinion is, that they com- 


menced in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, and 


from that time to the death of Chriſt ſeventy weeks 


elapſed. For moſt people underſtand the ſeventy 


weeks to ſignify ſeventy jubilee weeks, or weeks of 


years, which make in all four hundred and ninety 
years. | 


I ſhall not inſiſt upon the time when theſe weeks 


commenced. My drift is to prove, that, take them 
from what time you pleaſe, long ago they are ac- 


 compliſhed. Some of your own nation, ye Jews, 


have faid in their writings, that, © undoubtedly, the 
ſeventy weeks mean four hundred and ninety years.” 
And yet, in a page or two after, they ſay, that the 
Meſſiah is not come; ſtill confeſſing that this is a 


prophecy of the Meſſiah: Now, if the ſeventy weeks 


ſignify, as beyond a doubt they do, four hundred 


and ninety years, take them from what period you 


pleaſe, how is it poſſible but that they be accom- 


pliſned, and that the Meſſiah ſhould long. ago be 
come. The moſt wiſe among you will agree, that 
about the time when Jeſus of Nazareth appeared. 
upon the ſtage of this world, the ſeventy weeks 
were accompliſhed. But for argument ſake, allow- 


ing that the ſeventy weeks did not commence till the 
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diſperſion of the Jews by the Romans, which can- 
not be the caſe, yet, even upon that ground, long 


ago they muſt have been expired; for, inſtead of 


four hundred and ninety years, ſeventeen hundred 
and odd have elapſed fince that event: ſo that if 
you date the ſeventy, weeks from that period, the 
Meſhah hath appeared, or elſe the prophecies of God 


have fallen to the Og 


But moſt of you, O ye Jews | know that the ſe- 
yenty weeks commenced long before the coming of 


that perſon; and that they were accompliſhed about 


the time when he came. We cannot fix the period 
exactly from which they are to be dated; but, know- 
ing that they refer to the Meſſiah, and that it was to 
be four hundred and ninety years before he appeared, 
we may look back to that time, and ſo fix their date. 
But this 18 not my work at preſent ; but rather to 
ſhew you that the Meſſiah was 70 die. 

Some of you, perhaps, under the influence of 
ſtrong prejudice, may inſiſt that the Meſſiah is not 
intended in this prophecy. But, methinks, it is 
impoſſible for the human mind to be fo blinded, 
when his name as 4 prince is mentioned. Read 


verſe the twenty-fifth of our chapter“ Know, 


therefore, and underſtand, that from the going: forth 


of the commandment to reſtore and to build Jeru- 


ſalem unto the Mefiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven 
weeks, and three ſcore and two weeks ; : the ſtreet 
ſhall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times.“ 


are divided into three parts; ſeven weeks, ſixty- two 


wecks, and one week. *© From the going - forth of 


the commandment to reſtore and build Jeruſalem, 
unto Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks, and 
three ſcore and two weeks.“ In ſome Bibles, which 
are not ſo Srourntely 3 a comma is ee at the 


2 


are 


He is alſo mentioned by name in the fol- 
lowing verſes. You obſerve, that the ſeventy weeks 


al | 


= | 


| 


the text, 


are more correct, you read of ſeven weeks, and of 
ſeventy-two weeks, as expreſſive of one time. At 
the end of ſeven weeks, or forty-nine years, every 
one knows that the Meſſiah was not come. But if 


we put the ſeven weeks and the fixty-two weeks 


together, we ſhall find that at that time the Meſſiah 


did come. 0 | 
But it may be inquired, why are the ſeyenty 


weeks divided into three parts? The firſt ſeven 
weeks relate to the building of Jeruſalem. It was 
about forty- nine years in building. In ſeven weeks 
the temple ſhall be built, and Jeruſalem begun. In 
ſixty-two weeks after, the Meſhah was to come, and 
in the laſt week, Meſſiah was to be cut off, and, by 


being cut off, © cauſe the oblation and ſacrifice to 


ceaſe.” He was © to confirm the covenant with 


many for one week.“ But now the Meſſiah is come, 


or the prophecy 1s not valid: 


But let us now inquire, for what purpoſe he did 


make his appearance in the human nature? * To 
finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of fin, 
and to make reconciliation for- iniquity, and to 
bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the 
viſion and prophecy—and the Moſt Holy was to be 
anointed.” 3 nn ny | 
But ſome may object, that © this verſe does not 
relate to the coming of the Meſſiah, but only verſe 
the twenty-fifth; and that the twenty-fourth is 
merely an anſwer to the prayer of Daniel.“ Theſe 


men may ſay fo, but they cannot prove it. For if 


we ſuppole the twenty-fourth verfe to be merely an 


| anſwer to Daniel's prayer, we ſhall be greatly em- 


barraſſed in interpreting the words which follow, 
in reference to the coming of the Mefliah. But the 
meaning of the twenty-fitth verſe is made elear by 
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The Meſſiah then was to come, and do this great 
work. But in order to effect it, he was to be cut 
off. You Jews ſay, that the Meſſiah, when he comes, 


ſhall abide for ever ; and that he ſhall come as a glo- 
rious conqueror. True: he ſhall be a conqueror ; 
but over whom? Is he promiſed as coming to con- 
quer the ſons of men in a literal ſenſe, or is he ſpoken 


of as the conqueror of fin and Satan? I read that 
< the ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's 


head *.” But had he come merely as a great war- 
rior, inſtead of bruiſing the ſerpent's head, he would 
have done the ſerpent's work. But if he comes © to 
finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of fin, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity,” by ſo do- 
ing, the ſerpent's head indeed is bruiſed. But how 


can it be that this Meſſiah, who is to reign till all 


rations are ſubdued under him, ſhall be cut off? Is he 
to be a ſinner? By no means whatever; for the Spirit 
of God is to be. given without meaſure to him ; he 
is the anointed of the Father; he is that Lord of 
whom David ſpeaks, ſaying, © The Lord ſaid unto 
my Lord, fit thou at my right hand, till I make thine 
enemies thy footſtool f.“ He cannot, therefore, be a 
ſinner. But unleſs there is ſin, there cannot be ſor- 
row; and death cannot take place upon any man, 
unleſs he is a ſinner. But I have aſſerted that the 


Meſſiah fhould not be a ſinner. How then came he 


to be cut off? It is ſaid expreſsly, not for himſelf.” 
From which words I infer, that our iniquities, as in 


the fifty-third of Iſaiah, were laid to his account, and 
that he was ſlain as a ſacrifice for ſin. He being the 


great ſacrifice, of which every other ſacrifice was a 
type; when he is lain, the ſacrifice and the oblation 
Mall be of no effect, and all thoſe to whom he ſends 


his Holy Spirit, ſhall look to him as the great atone- 


Gen, iii. 15. + Psa. ex. Is 
| ment 


. 
e 
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ment —as the Saviour of their ſouls. The Meſſiah 
being cut off, we may fee clearly that he was a man. 
And if you examine the book of God, and conſider 
him as a ſacrifice for fin, (which ſurely you cannot 
avoid, when Ifaiah ſaid, Thou haſt made his ſoul a 
ſacrifice for ſin;”)—it you view him in this character, 
you muſt conſider him as God. So then taking the 
Scripture evidences of the Meſſiah, it appears, that 
he muſt be both God and man united in the ſame 


perſon. There is one text, there may be ſeveral 


perhaps, but one will ſuffice, which proves clearly 
to me, that the Meſſiah was to be God and man. It 
is in Iſaiah, Unto us a child is born, unto us a fon 
is given, and the government ſhall be upon his 
ſhoulders, and his name ſhall be called Wonderful, 
Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, 
the Prince of Peace“. Now the firſt part of this 
prophecy ſpeaks of the Meſſiah as man, in theſe 
words, ec unto us 4 child is born, unto us a /n is 
given.“ For every one knows, that it is impoſſible, 
with propriety, to call God either a child or a ſon ; 


becauſe he exiſted, from eternity: and is, therefore, 


without beginning of days, or end of years; and, 
conſequently, cannot be either a child or a fon. The 
| perſon ſpoken of in that text, muſt be a wan. But 
it he be a mere man, how will you interpret the other 
part of the paſſage ? © His name ſhall be called Won- 
derful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting 
| Father, and the Prince of Peace?“ Some of you 
Jews have faid, that God is to put this honourary title 


upon him as his ambaſſador. But 1 aſk you Jews, 


and I aſk every one preſent to-day, whether, it he was 


not God, God himſelf would call him ſo? If you agree 


that he would, you muſt confeſs that God himſelf will 
tell a lie, and give that title to a man, which, by no 
means, belongs to him. This cannot be, beloved. 


* Isal. ix. 6. 
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„ „ 
God whuld never ſay that he is the mighty God 


unleſs he was ſo. But you find it related, Jews, in 


your own prophecies, that the Meſſiah, who was to 
come, is © the Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 
God, and the everlaſting Father.” To explain this 
text, therefore, we muſt- believe that the Meſſiah 
ſhould be both God and man. As God, he deſerves the 
title of © the mighty God, and the everlaſting Fa- 

ther.“ As man, he is a child, and a ſon. He is the ſon 
of David, after the fleſh, not the ſeed of man. You 
Jews ſtumble at this doctrine, and ſay, how is it 
poſſible that our Meſſiah can be called the ſeed of Da- 
vid?” My dear people, he was never ſpoken of as the 


ſeed of man, though as the ſeed of David: for it is 


written, he /eed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's 
bead. You lee then that the expreſſion you make uſe 
of is improper. You muſt quarrel with God, and not 
with me. I have no authority to alter his word. Jeſus 
of Nazareth 1s the ſeed of the woman. He, according 
to Scripture, is conceived of-a virgin: “ for a virgin 
ſhall conceive, and bear a ſon, and ſhall call his name 


Immanuel *.” The virgin hath conceived, a ſon is 


born, a child is given, and he has done the work of 
which my text ſo particularly ſpeaks. 

But you will inquire, what neceſſity there was for 
the Meſſiah to be both God and man? I beſeech you, 
Jews, to conſult your own prophets, and you will then 
underſtand, that he was not to be a temporal deliverer 
2 but he was to deliver his people from their 

Now, in order to make reconciliation for fin, 
= . be the mighty God. It is ſaid in the text, 
„ he ſhall make reconciliation.” And David de- 
clares, that ** a man cannot by any means redeem his 


brother, nor give to God a ranſom for him . But 


it colt infinitely more than man is capable of offering 
to redeem our ſouls. Coſt more! What hath it coſt? 


Mat. i. 23. + Pe. Alix. 7. | 
| I anſwer, 


C16) 


I anſwer, the blood of the Meſſiah, who was © cut 


off; and from that very text it ia ident he was 


more than a man. That he mv "3th God and 


man to redeem finners, appear dent. Had 


an angel undertaken the work ot redemption, it would 
have fallen to the ground. Why ? Becauſe God hath 


ſaid it. Our debt to God is an infinite debt; and an 


angel, being a finite creature, could, by no means, 
have paid an infinite debt. But the perſon who is to 
be the Saviour, mult take fleſh upon him. With- 
out ſhedding blood there can be no remiſhon*. The 
blood of bulls and of goats cannot take away fin 4,” 
Your reaſon tells you this. All the ſhadows: of the 


ancient diſpenſation referred to Chriſt, the great pro- 
pitiation, who was to come. Now, had he been God, 
and not man, he could not have-ſhed his blood, and 


redeemed his people; becauſe, as God, he had no 
blood to ſhed. But God has not only declared that 
Iſrael ſhall be ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation, but 
he has declared alſo, that they ſhall be ſaved by the 
ſacrifice of the Meſſiah; therefore he muſt have a body 
to offer, and blood toſhed. But as God, he had neither, 


therefore he muſt be man. On the other hand, if he 


was only man, then his ſacrifice could not be accepted; 
becauſe man is a creature, and has nothing of his 
own to offer, and, not being infinite, he cannot pa 


an infinite debt. But if you conſider the Meſſiah as 
both God and man; as man, he makes his ſoul an 
offering for ſin, and as God, he ſtamps a value upon 


his ſacrifice—he makes the law of God honourable, 
and faves the chief of ſinners without derogating, in 


the ſmalleſt degree, from the divine juſtice. Juſtice 
is ſatisfied through his ſacrifice, the ſinner is acquit- 


ted, reconciliation is made for ſin, and an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs brought in for all his people. . 


« Seventy weeks” are determined for this work. 


Now I will not pretend to argue, that the ſeventy 
* Heb. ix. 22, + Chap, x. 4. 
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weeks ſhould be juſt at an end when the Meſſiah 
ſhould ſuffer; for I take the words in this way 
& Seventy W..] are determined, within which 
ſpace all this york ts to be done the temple to be 

built —the Meſhah to come — the ſacrifice and obla- _ 
tion to ceaſe—and an everlaſting righteouſneſs to be 

brought in. 1 | „ 
The firſt work of the Meſſiah is “ to finiſh, the 
< tranſgreſſion.“ What tranſgreſſion? The tranſ- 
greſſion of our forefathers, and alſo our actual tranſ— 
greſſion. How does he finiſh this? By ſtripping 
himſelf of all his glory, being made like unto his 
brethren, yet above them taking their nature upon 
him, and with their nature all their ſins, and bowin 

beneath the load of them. Now, taking the ſins of 
his people, and bearing them as though they were 
his own, he muſt feel the vindictive arm of Juſtice. 
Why ? becauſe wherever Juſtice beholds fin, he muſt 
be revenged. Millions of fins are rolled upon the in- 
nocent Meſſiah. Juſtice ſees them there; and, view- 
ing them according to their nature and demerit, he 
muſt puniſh them. When the “ tranſgreſſion was 
finiſhed,” the ſword awoke againſt the ſhepherd, 

againſt the man who was the fellow of the Lord of 
hoſts ;. the ſhepherd was ſmitten, and the ſheep were 
ſcattered *. © Behold!” O that you may to-day ! 
& the lamb of God, which taketh away the fin of the 
world+! None of the ancients of Iſrael could 

bring any accuſation againſt him ; and „ they 
aſſerted that he was a ſinner, and even poſſeſſed of a 
devil, yet aſſertions are not proofs. They were ne- 
ver able, in any one inſtance, to convict him of ſin. 
Nevertheleſs this ſpotleſs lamb bleeds and dies — he 

hangs upon the croſs—the tranſgreſſions of his peo- 
ple are all rolled upon him the ſword of juſtice 
awakes - the wrath of heaven is poured upon the paſ- 


” Zech. xiii. 7+ T John, io 29. 
. 5 chal 


COMPO: 
chal lamb, for ſo I will call him, and he, being ſacri- 


_ - fixed, £* finiſhes the tranſgreſſion.“ Now the origi- 
nal ſin is atoned for by the blood of Chriſt; ſo that 


infants, dying in their infancy, are received into eter- 
nal bleſſedneſs. The ſins of all his people are expi- 
ated, both original and actual, and by believing in 
this dying Meſſiah, the ſinner ſhall be ſaved, in ſpite 
of all the combined forces of earth and hell. And 
why ? becauſe the “ tranſgreſſion is finiſhed.” DO 
you not remember the words of our * Redeemer, 


when he hung groaning upon the croſs ? After the 


2 


moſt ſevere agony, he cried out, with a loud voice 
(who ever heard a dying man ſpeaking with a loud 
voice? But Jeſus did, to ſhew his triumph); he 
cried “ It is finiſhed.” What is the import of theſe 
words? I have no doubt but he had his eye upon the 


prophecy before us, to finiſh the tranſgreſſionꝰ 3 


< The predictions of the prophets are now fulfilled— 
my work is done juſtice is appeaſed—the love of 


God exalted, and the kingdom of e l ; 


to all believers.” 


But, he is © to make an end of fin.” If we read 
this clauſe as it is here tranſlated, it is ak a tauto- 


logy. But it is allowed, in general, that the words 


ſignify, to / up fin. And this conveys to us the 


moſt noble ideas.— To /e up fin. You will find in 


the book of ſob, that God is faid to ſeal up the ſtars®*. 


How does he do this? by the riſing of the ſun. The 


ſtars ever abide in the firmament ; but when the ſun, 


which is the greater light, ariſes, theſe twinkling lu- 
minaries all hide their faces, as if they no longer 
exiſted, And this may furniſh us with one idea in 
illuſtrating this branch of our text. Jeſus Chriſt 
came to “ ſeal up fins.” David declares that his 
ſins are exceeding great, © and ever before him 4.” 


| He 1 is always looking upon them. And thoſe that 


* Chap. i ix. 7. 8 Pes. wil. 3- 
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„ 
know what it is to ſorrow on account of their ſins, need 
not be informed, that to behold ſin, without a ſacri- 
fice, is diſtreſſing in the higheſt degree. But the 
Meſſiah came to ſeal up fin.” He is called, the 
fun of righteouſneſs *;” and when he ariſes on our 
fouls, thoſe fins which are viſible during the night of 


deſertion, are all ſealed up—ſhut up in darkneſs, and 


' are. ſeen no more. Is this doctrine agreeable to the 


language of the prophets? It is: for it is there de- 


clared, that he will caſt our fins into the depths of 
the ſeaf—that he will caſt them behind his backt“ 
—into the land of oblivion, where, though they may 
be ſought for, they ſhall not be found5õ;“ and elſe- 
where it is affirmed, * their ſins and their iniquities 
will I remember no more. The Meſhah comes 


to lock up” our fins. He reſtrains, he binds up 


the damning power of fin. Every one knows that 
fin is of a damning nature; becauſe, © the foul that 
ſinneth fhall ſurely die“. Unleſs fin be expiated 
by the blood of ſome facrifice, our ſouls are loſt for 
ever. But the ſacrifice of Jeſus of Nazareth can be 
of no benefit to us, unleſs we believe in him as the 


Meſſiah. His blood atones or expiates fin. He is 


emphatically called a Saviour from ſin{+.” Why ? 
becauſe he locks up the damning power of fin. And 


though-mankind are the miſerable fubjeQs of every 


ſpecies of iniquity, and come ſhort of the glory of 
God ;” yet thoſe that believe in him, ſhall be ſaved in 
the Lord with an everlaſting ſalvation ; becauſe he 
has „ finiſhed tranſgreſſion, and ſealed up fin? _ 

But it is faid further, that he is © to make recon- 
eiliation for iniquity.” The Scriptures of truth 
declare, that our iniquities have ſeparated between 
God and us. They alſo aſſure us, that it coſt inf 


nitely more to redeem our ſouls than what any, or all 


* Mal. iv. 2. + Micah, vii. 19. f Isa. xxxvili. „e 
l Heb. viii. 12 Ezek. xV1u. 4. +} Matth. i. 2. 


— 


our 


( 19) 
dur fellow-creatures are able. to pay. But this Meſ- 
ſiah, who was, in the fulneſs of time, to come, was to 
make “ reconciliation for iniquity ;” and that muſt 
be done by taking away ſin-which he can only do 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf. For unleſs Juſtice is ſatis- 
fied, he will ſtill demand. It is in the nature of Juſ- 
tice to make rigorous demands till the laſt farthing of 
the debt is paid. Moſt of you know this, and you 
are ſenſible that when the debt is paid, Juſtice maſt 
acquit the priſoner. In our Goſpel, it is ſaid, that 
Miniſters “pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be recon- 
ciled to God“. How can you be reconciled to 
God? Through the Meſſiah who was cut off, but not 
for himſelf. He has fatisfied Juſtice for us. He has 
paid the demands of God's violated law. The Fa- 
ther is well pleaſed with him; and finuers, which are 
I © afar off, are made nigh by the blood of his crofs+ :? 
for God was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto 
himſeif, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them}.”? 
6 To make reconciliation for iniquity. „—Perhape, | 
every one's conſcience will be convinced, if they will 
liſten to it, that while in a ſtate of nature, they are in 
a ſtate of enmity againſt God. Conſider it; it is a moſt 
awful truth. You are at enmity with God ; your 
| carnal minds © are not ſubject to the law of Gods. 
|) All have ſinned, and come ſhort of his glory f. 
| Every one has turned to his own way**;” and 
O! that you may ſee that the Lord hath laid | 
*  4ipon the Meſſiah the iniquity of us all+##! Now 
unleſs ſomething be done to draw our affections to 
God—to ſlay this enmity, we are for ever undone. 
* How,” fays the prophet, ** can two walk together 
unleſs they be vgreed?t 2” and I may add, it they 
cannot walk together, how ſhall they ii ve together to 
all eternity ? wut God and finners are directly the 


5 


1 1 * — <4 ; : 
2 0 of re 4 87 F 9 
7 2 0 I > a 


2 Cor. v. 20. t Eph. ii. 13. 12 Cor. v. 19. $ Rom. viii. 7. 
nene Iii. 23. Isa. liii. 6. tf Isa. v. 36. 11 Amos, iii. 3. 


6 ( oppoſite 


% 


or 
_— 


— rt ITY > ated Bn TRE: — 
WM. — 2 = 0 _— — 
= 


= > = 
Ip 


oe 4 


: = 
— — — 


— — 


N 
4 
* 
vt 
hy 
'B 
t l 
1 2 
0 ” 
1 
18 
* 
1 
3 a 
- + 
- a 
. 
F 
1 
.- 
. 
4 
o i 
1 
5 
. 
14 \ 
N K 
af 8." 
U 1 
1 
— S 
[ 
1 
: J 
1 N 15 
5 
| 4. 
. 
8 U 
I 
1 U 
. ? 
4 - 
us J 
"5 
* 
wn 
LE 
i „ 
74 5 
9 } 
* 
1 . 
_ 
0 1 
Fs * 
bi 
b 3 
>. 4. 
„ 5 
„ 
3 
30% 
3 1 
ty 
49 
1 
P ” 
1. 
1 
IT) 
1 
1 
i 
mY 
9 
1 
vw 
* 
7 
＋ 
© 
* 
I 
. 
o 1 * 
4 
FU 
1 * 
3. 
* 
4 
| 
1 
| 


r 
— 


. ” Job. 


0 
1 
5 


— 


es 


ode of one another, If a reconciliation be not 
made between them, how can they live together in 
eternal happineſs? It cannot be: for it is the nature 
of holineſs to hate that which is ſinful, and the na- 
ture of ſin to hate that which is holy. So that if it 
were poſſible for God and ſinners to be brought toge- 
ther, without ſome change on our part there would 
be diſcord in the kingdom of heaven. But God re- 
quires a new heart — he has promiſed to give it; 
and if every one of you ſeek it, by earneſt fupplica: 
tion, I am certain he will beſtow it upon you. He 
has promiſed to lead you into all truth—to teach you 
to profit—that you ſhall go from ſtrength to ſtrength 
—and that * he will never leaveyou, norforſakeyou*.” 
Inquire then candidly reſpecting the reconciliation 
ſaid to be made by the Meſſiah. Inquire whether 
he is, or is not, the reconciler between God and man. 
If you find him ſo, you may believe this Scripture,/ 
which poſitively declares, that he ſhall © make re- 
conciliation for iniquity.” 

But you may, perhaps, be diſpoſed to aſk; could he 
not do this without dying? I think not; hecauſe 
God has declared, that the ſoul that finneth ſhall 
diet.” If God could be intreated to alter his word, 
he could not be what he is, the unchangeable God: 
ſo that the word which he has ſpoken muſt abide for 
ever and ever. He demands perfe& obedience to 
his law. He created man capable of rendering that 
. obedience. Man hath fallen, and is now incapable 
of fulfilling the requiſitions of God's moſt holy law. 
But ſhall God therefore fay, I will be ſatisfied with 
leſs ? By no means. To be a God that changeth not, 
that which he required when man was able to anſwer 
his demands, he muſt ſtill require, although man is 
N of anſwering them. 


5 Heb, xili. i. 5. y Ezek. xviii. 4 


How 


E 


How then, you may inquire, can man be nd 1 


By believing the truth the text aſſerts, that the 


Meſſiah, who was to come, has “ made reconciliation 
for iniquity.” He takes our nature upon him, and 
with our nature he takes our fins. We had con- 
tracted an enormous debt; but the Meſſiah interpoſed, 
and ſuffered for us. We ourſelves deſerved to have 
been condemned, but he was condemned in our 


ſtead. He took our fins, with all their dreadful con- 


ſequences, upon himſelf ; and God will not condemn 
us and our ſurety too. if then the Meffiah is made 
the ſurety of his people, God will never require any 
thing, by way of expiation for, fin, at our hands. 
Believing, therefore, this glorious truth, we may 
indulge a joy in him, which is inexpreſſible, and 


| full of glory*.” 


But it is ſaid further“ to bring in everkſiing 
righteouſneſs.” Our righteouſneſs is by Iſaiah de- 
clared to be “ as filthy rags} ”* If we examine our 


beſt performances, we ſhall find there is much of the 


nature of ſin in them. If this were not the caſe, why 
did the Jewiſh prieſt wear a mitre upon his forehead, 


upon which was intimated that there was iniquity in 


the maſt holy things. Every man, in the leaſt en- 
lightened, muſt know, that his very beſt works are 
ftained and dyed with ſin; and that all are nothin 

worth. It is declared, however, in the text, that 
this man, the Methah, "ſhall bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs.” I argue, therefore, he muſt be 
more than man ; and to bring in everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs, he himſelf mult be everlaſting ; for that 


which is not everlaſting, can no more produce any 


thing of real value to us, as ſinners, than a finite 
creature can comprehend infinity. But—he ſhall 
bring in ee righteouſneſs,” This is done 


7 er. i. 8. I I«sa. Ifiv. 6. 
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by Jeſus of Nazareth, the true Meſſiah. 


law of God. He never once tranſgreſſed the com- 


mands, but he perfectly fulfilled the law of Moſes. 


He went about doing good, and, by his good works, 
he wrought out a righteouſneſs for his people. Some 
of you, O Jews! may laugh at this; but it is the doc- 


trine of the Old Teſtament ; for he is ealled, in more 
places than one, the Lord our righteouſneſs*. = He 


muſt work out a righteouſneſs, or elſe he cannot be 
the Lord our righteouſneſs. By his life he wrought 


a righteouſneſs for us to wear, and by his death he 


made reconciliation for iniquity. So that by the 
life and death of Jeſus of Nazareth, the true Meſſiah, 


_ everlaſting righteouſneſs i 18 brought j in, or 4 righteouf. 


neſs of 014 —*< the righteouſneſs of God; and we, 
believing in the promiſed Meſſiah, are juſtified 
from all things, from which “it is impoſſible we 


ſhould have been juſtified by the law of Moſes}.” 


For though you work, and do all that you are able, 
to fulfil the law, yet you will fall almoſt infinitely 
ſhort after all of its demands. Why will you not 


then believe, ye Jews, in that righteouſneſs already 


wrought out? Why not believe in that divinely-glo- 
rious perſon, called * the Lord our righteouſneſs ??* 
Why n6t have faith in the Son of God, and be ſaved 


with an everlaſting ſalvation ? Am I ſure that God 
ce js well pleaſed with the righteouſneſs of his Son? 


I am ſure that he is. What I am going to relate, 


being an hiſtorical fact, cannot be denied. The Fa- 


ther, ſpeaking of Jeſus of Nazareth, declares, <1 in 
him I am well pleaſed||.” But if he did 
work out a righteouſneſs which ſatisfied the de- 


mands of juſtice, God hath pronounced an vuntruth 


from the kingdom of heaven; for. he has declared; 


and many heard him, even the enemies of the Meſ-. 
Jer. xkiii. 6, xxxiii. 16, + 2 Cor. v. 21, f Acts, xiii. 39, 


§ Isa. lit, 21. Matt. li. 17. 


His life 


was a life of the moſt conſummate obedience to the 


1 


n = 
fiah, *in him I am well pleaſed.” O! may the great 
God cauſe you to bow to the ſceptre of truth, and 


to ceaſe from endeavouring to eſtabliſn your own 
_ righteouſneſs, by ſubmitting to that everlaſting right- 


 eouſneſs wrought out for you by the Son of God! 

__ Butitis ſaid “ to ſeal up the viſion and prophecy, 
and to anoint the Moſt. Holy.” Now, I under- 
ſtand theſe words as expreſſive of the completion of 
all the prophecies reſpecting the Meſſiah. But what 
did the Prophets foretel of Jeſus of Nazareth? That 

ge ſhould be not the feed of man, but © the ſeed of 
the woman; and that he ſhould “ bruiſe the 
ſerpent's head“. It is ſaid, that the viſion and pro- 
phecy, within ſeventy weeks, ſhall be ſealed up, or 
finiſhed ; and ſo this among the reſt. Behold” the 
ſufferings of the Son of God! and when you hear 

10 him groan his laſt, you hear, as it were, the ſhout of 
the conqueſt over all his and our enemies; for in that 
moment, death was deprived of its ſting, and the ſer- 

pent's head was bruiſed. The ſerpent thought of 
deſtroying all our hopes; but he was diſappointed, 
| The Meſſiah gave him a fatal, a mortal wound, which 

| he will never be able to recover; but he will con- 


tinue to wax weaker and weaker, till, at laſt, the end 
ſhall come, 1 5 


There is another prophecy, which ſpeaks of his be- 

1 ing born of a virgin; and another, which expreſſes 1 

that a woman ſhall compaſs a man!,“ or ſhall in- f 
cloſe, in a miraculous way, a man in her womb. This 
was accompliſhed in the coming of the Meſliah. A 
woman compaſſed a man. The Meſſiah was born of 

2 virgin. And he is that Meſſiah which was to be cut 

off, but not for himſelf. He is alſo the Prophet 

which was to be raiſed up“ like unto Moſes s -a 

worker of miracles—a teacher of the people —a law- 

giver. He is allo a high - prieſt, and he hath offered 
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tidings unto the meek ].“ 
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„ 
2 facrifice ; ; not the blood of bulls and goats, but his 
own body and blood as a ſacrifice for ſin. The viſion 


and the prophecy are ſealed up with reſpect to his 


ſufferings; for his hands and feet were pierced, as it 


was foretold*—vinegar was given him to drink} — 


he was ſold for thirty pieces of filverf—* he made 
his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 


deathyh.” There are many other prophecies which 


relate to the Meſſiah, all which were fulfilled when 
he breathed his laſt. 

It is further ſaid “ to anoint the Moſt Holy.” 

The Holy of Holies, as ſome ſay ; I cannot, how- 
ever, but think that this refers to the Meſſiah, who 
was anointed by the Spirit of God. © The Spirit 
of the Lord God,“ he ſays, „is upon me, be- 
cauſe the Lord bath anointed, me to preach, good 
The Pſalmiſt alſo declares 
« Thy throne, O God! is for ever and ever; the ſcep- 
tre of thy kingdom is a right ſceptre. Thou loveſt 


_ righteouſneſs, and hateſt. wickednels ; therefore 
God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil. of 


gladneſs above thy fellows**.” O Jews ! how do 
5 explain theſe verſes? In the firſt place, this j per- 


ſon is addreſſed as God—*< Thy throne, O God / is 


9s 


for ever and ever.“ He is then ſpoken of as being 


anointed Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed 


thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows.“ — 

If he is only God, how, with propriety, could the 
Pſalmilt ſay, % God? for that implies ſome one 
above himſelf. If he is God, he is the higheſt, and 
none can be the God of God. But the Pfalmilt ad- 
dreſſes him, firſt, as God, and then ſays, ** zhy God 
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladneſs above 
thy fellows.” This text, therefore, ſhews both the 
"OP and human nature of the Meſſiah. He is ad- 
dreſſed, in the firſt verſe of this prophecy, as God; 


n Mat. xxvii. 58, £ Mat. xxvii. 3. 
ahi. .. 4 | 8, 


wa Psalm xxii. 16. 
233 Le- lu. 9. 


8 "<0 


So. 


e thy throus, O God !”” And in the next verſe hei 18 ad- 
dreſſed as man, thou loveſt righteouſneſs, and hat 


wickedneſs, therefore God, iy God hath anoin 


_ thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows.” 
How is he to be anointed ? You may ſee, by differ- 


ent texts of Scripture, that he is to be anointed by 
the Spirit ; and that the Spirit is to be poured, with- 
out , meaſure, upon him. In the chapter I before 


7 quoted from Iſaiah, the perſon who is ſpeaking lays, 


© that the Spirit of the Lord God is upon him.” 


that text three perſons are mentioned. Read as 


words, © The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me.” 


The Spirit; he is ſpoken of diſtinct from the others 
of the Lord God ; he is the ſecond perſon whe is 


mentioned. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 


Which is the third. And if the Jews do not ſee a tri- 
nity in unity in theſe words, ſurely prejudicemuſt blind 
their eyes. But the Meſſiah was anointed by the Spirit 


of God deſcending upon him like a dove. This, being 
an hiſtorical fact, cannot be denied. For, when he 


came out of the water, there was the Spirit deſcending 


from heaven, like a dove, and reſting upon him; at 
the ſame time a voice iſſued from the throne of God, 
„This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſ- 

ed *,” Let me then exhort you, poor finners— 


55 truſt in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah 


is everlaſting ſtrengthf;“ or you may ſay, © truſt 


in the Lord for e ever, for in the Son of God is ever. - 


laſting ſtrength.” He is anointed to be a Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King. He is anointed to bea Prince 


and a Saviour, to give repentance and remiſſion of | 


ſins unto Iſraelt,” - 
TI have one queſtion to aſk the Jews, 1 hope they 


will anſwer it to their own conſciences, whether or 
not theſe ſeventy weeks commenced before the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans f I n the 


Nh Mat, il. 17. + lm xxviis, f Acts, v. 31. 


3 | _ queſtion 


E Ad ot as 3. 35335368 2 r 


r 


(46 ) 
queſtion—Did the ſeventy weeks, mentioned in the 

prophecy before us, commence before Jeruſalem was 
deſtroyed by the Romans? I do not think there are 


any, who hear me to-day, will deny that they did 


commence previous to that event ; fince the greateſt 
men in their nation have confeſſed it. If then the 
commenced before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, I 


aſk, whether, according to this prophecy, the Meſ- 


ſiah was not to be cut off before the city of Jeruſa- 
lem was deſtroyed ? I do not think you can deny 
but he was. I aſk you a third queſtion, Is your city 
deſtroyed, or is it not? It is evident to every one, that 
Jeruſalem 1s laid in the duſt; and that there remains 
not, at this day, one ſtone upon another. If then 


the ſeventy weeks commenced before the city was 


deſtroyed, as undoubtedly they did, and if they 
were to be fulfilled before that event, why is not the 


Meſſiah come? and ſuppoſing the Meſſiah is not 


come, why is your city deſtroyed ?—an event which 
was to take place after Meſhah ſhould be cut off. 
And ſhould Meſſiah now come, he will come, not 
before, (as the Prophet intimates,) but after the 
deſtruQion of Jeruſalem. For it is ſaid, that the 


„ Meſſiah ſhall be cut off, but not for himſelf ; and 


the people of the prince that ſhall come, ſhall de- 


ſtroy the city, and the ſanQuary *.” This is an 


event which is to take place after the cutting-off of 
the Meſſiah ; and I will add, in conſequence of his 


| being © deſpiſed and rejected of men . But who 


were the people of the prince who were to come ? 
Moſt of you know they are the Romans, who were 
not a nation when Daniel wrote, and therefore cal- 


led the people of the prince that ſhould come. They 


were to lay waſte the city, to deſtroy the temple, 


and, by that deſtruction, the Jews were to be diſ- 


perſed, as they are even to this day. 


Dan. ix, 265. La. lili, 3. 
J 3 0 Now, 


(97) 


Now, my dear. people, I am cartaln that your ou, 
conſciences bear witneſs that the Meſſiah is come; 


We Gentiles have greatly the advantage of you. We 5 
believe in the Meſſe ah. Our Meſſiah did come when 
theſe ſeventy weeks were accompliſhed, as it was 


foretold he would. All the pfophecies relating to 


him were exactly fulfilled in him. But ſuppoſing 
that a Meſſiah were now to come, he could not be 
the promiſed Meſſiah. Why ? Becauſe the time of 


the coming of that Meſſiah, prophefied in the Old 
Teſtament Scriptures, hath been elapſed many hun- 


dreds of years. If then you want another Meſſiah, 


why not forge other prophecies? And if you believe 


theſe prophecies, why not believe in that Meſſiah who 
has exactly fulfilled them? 


But—* the end of the deſtrodion ſhall fo nh K 


flood, and unto the end of the war delolations are 
determined. Which things figure to us the de- 


ſtruction made by the Roman armies upon the 7s ae 5 
of Jeruſalem, and its inhabitants. 80, that that 


country which, before, was like a pleaſant” arden, = 
became like a deſolate wildernels; and for ma miles 


a4 


around, as hiſtorians inform us, no {uct thi ing wa was A 


to be ſeen. 
„ And he ſhall confirm the art? Mik FR 
for one week.“ This is the laſt Weck of. the 185 


venty. And in the midſt of the week, 'be 900 


cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceafe . os [Nov 
if the weeks before mentioned are weeks of © years 
then this one week mult be underſtood as a week Of 
years ; which is ſeven years. He ſhall confirm 
the covenant with many for one week, 'ahd' in the 
midſt of the- week he ſhall cauſe the lation to 


ceaſe.” That Jeſus confirmed the covenant” With 


many for three years and an half by bis "own preach- 


ing, and with the Jews for three years any an half, 1 
after his death, by the miniſtry of his Apoſtles, is 


molt endent.s : and by their fulfilling ancient,predic- 
| D 2 tions 
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1 ee 
tions, working miracles, and expounding the Scrip- 
_ tures, many thouſands were diſpoſed to believe in 
him. But in the midſt of that week Meſſiah was 
to be cut off. Accounting the week to mean ſeven 
years, Meſſiah was to be cut off in three years and 
an half from his beginnin to confirm the covenant, 
and- ſo cauſe, in the mid ad of the week, the ſacri- 
fice and oblation to ceaſe. How ? By: the ſacrifice of 
himſelf, rendering every other ſacrifice ineffeQual. 
He has been once offered for our fins, and 'by that 
one ſacrifice of himſelf, all his people are for ever 
perfected *. There is no need of the blood of bulls 
and of goats there is no need of any ſacrifice what- 
ever at our hands to atone for ſins. Jeſus, the Lamb 
of God, has been ſacrificed for us. The oblation and 
the ſacrifice are now of no avail ; and only through 
faith in his blood can we be ſaved from the wrath to 
come. 

For the overſpreading of abominations, ke thall 
make it deſolate.” With the abominable armies of 
the Romans he ſhall make it deſolate, even until 
the conſummation, and that determined ſhall be 
poured upon the deſolate.” - 

From theſe words I would have you conſider, 
what your faith is. I would have you aſk the great 
God to interpret them to you; and, by prayer and 
faſting, without prejudice, becoutk ſearchers after 
the truth. And if you ſeek the Lord, (the Sun of 

righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe upon you wich healing under 
his wing 5 5 

| Beloved Jews, what 1 is the reaſon that you reject 
Jeſus of Nazareth, the true Meſſiah? You reply, 
% Becauſe he was poor and deſpiſed.” He was, in- 
"deed, to be a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 
griefs, and, . to . 0 0 deſpiſed 
and rejected of PRA, 


; „ Heb. x. 14. 7 Mal. 5 iv. 2. 1 Isa. hiti, 3. 
5 But 


— 


Co 


G 17 
But you fay, © he did not appear in any fort of 
pomp. No; he was to come in a humble manner, 
riding upon an als, and upon a colt, the foal of an 
A | „ e TS Os 
Lou add further, < that he does not anſwer to the 
prophecies of Heaven reſpecting the Meſſiah.” 
But I ſay, and inſiſt upon it, in the name of God, 
that there is not one prophecy relative to the Meſſiah, 
but is exactly fulfilled in Jeſus of Nazareth Why" 
will you harden your hearts againſt our Saviour ?- 
Have you not heard of many dying in ſure and cer- 
tain hope of a reſurrection to eternal life; and bleſ- 
| ſing God, in their departing moments, that they ever 
became acquainted with Jeſus Chriſt ? Is there not 
ſomething ſupernatural in this that a man ſhould' 
exult in the agonies of death? Surely there is. And 
this, though not the ſtrongeſt, is a good proof of the 
truth of the Chriſtian religion. Another argument 
is, that the Chriſtian religion has exiſted, and grown 
more and more extenſive, from the time it was firſt - 
( preached, to this moment: if it were not of God, it 
* could not ſtand. But the knowledge of divine truth _ 
ſhall, in due ſeaſon, cover the earth, as the waters 
cover the ſea. Did the Meſſiah ever do any harm to 
your nation? Did he not love you, and, by every 
fl action of his life, expreſs his love? Did he not weep 
tears of blood on your behalf, mourn over your 
wicked city Jeruſalem, and folemnly declare, that 
„ he would have gathered you, even as a hen gather- 
eth her chickens under her wings, but ye would 
not}?” If he did not love you, why ſhould he 
weep becauſe of your approaching deſolation? If he 
was not a true man, why did he ſuffer thoſe agonies, 
when he had ſuch an opportunity to eſcape them? If 
he was not the true Meſſiah, why did the rocks trem- 
ble? why was the veil of the temple rent? why were 
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the gr gee aves opened ? and _ was the ſun turned into 
blackneſs ? If he was not the promiſed Meſſiah, why, 


after the completion of prophecy (at leaſt a part of _ 
it), did he ariſe from the dead? That he aroſe from 
the dead is evident, and cannot be denied; becauſe 
he was ſeen by thouſands, and for forty days toge- 
ther, and, by infallible proofs, manifeſted that he was 
_ riſen. You muſt know, O ye Jews! that that man, 
whom your fathers crucified (Jews and Gentiles al! 
united in crucifying the Meſliah), after three days, 


aroſe from the dead. 


But you affirm, what the guards reported, that his 
diſciples came by night, and ſtole him away while 


they ſlept. But if they were aſleep, which they 
themſelves acknowledge, how could they know that 


his diſciples had ſtolen him? And it they were awake, 
why did they permit him to be ſtolen? But many of 
| them being afterwards converted to the faith of the 
| Goſpel, confeſſed the truth that they were bribed to 


tell a lie; and ye know, . O Jews! that what I now 


relate is not to be contradicted. The truth, I doubt 
not, glares upon your conſciences. Be not any longer 
prejudiced againſt it. Vour people threaten you if 
you attend the preaching of the Goſpel. If it be bet- 


ter to follow men, follow them; but if not, follow 


God. That perſon who is influenced by the fear of 


man, falls into a ſnare; but © the way-faring 1 man, 
though a fool, ſhall not err*,” for giving earneſt 


beed to the things that God's word teaches. Though 


men ſhould be againſt him—though ** father and 


mother forſake him, the Lerd will take him upf. 


We invite you, poor dear people! this day, to em- 


\ brace Chriſtianity. We invite you to the blood of 


the Meſſiah ; for know, O Jews | *through this man, 
through faith in his blood, © is preached unto you 
the forgiveneſs. of fins}.” He hath died, | and 


ea. XXV. 8, f Pra. . Io. Acts, xii. 38. 
5 9 riſen 


(3) 


kilſen again, and you are all welcome to ſalvation if 


you will believe on him. Will you fin againſt light 
and knowledge, and reje& the hope of Iſrael ? O! con- 
ſider your ways; and, for God's ſake, do not reject 


the truth. 


I leave what, in great weakneſs, I have ſpoken 


With the mighty God, hoping that his Holy Spirit will 


ampreſs it upon your hearts; and that at the laſt day 
you may be found in him, not having on the right- - 


eouſneſs which is of the law, but the righteouſneſs | , 
which is of God, wrought out by the great Meſſiah. 
_ To him, with the holy Father, be everlaſting praiſes. 


— — 


' HYNN, AFTER SERMON. 


*TIS finiſh'd—the Meſſiah dies; 

Cut off for ſins, but not his own! 
Accompliſh'd is his facrifice, * 

I) he great redeeming work is done. 


Finiſh d the firſt tranſgreſſion is, 
And purg'd the guilt of actual ſin; 

And everlaſting rightequineſs _ 
Is brought, for all his people, in. 


*Tis finiſh'd, all my guilt and pain; 
I want no facrifice beſide : | 
For me, for me, the Lamb is ſlain, 
And I'm for ever juſtify'd. 


Sin, death, and hell, are now ſubdu'd 
All grace is now to ſinners gv n; 
And lo! I plead the atoning blood, 
For pardon, holineſs, and heav n. 
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PRAYER ar THE. c OF THE SERVICE: 


O LORD rad ! we worehip thee, we 1 thee; we 
magnify thy holy name ! And we desire, O God! that we 
may be enabled to praise thee more than we do, The mer- 
cies we are daily receiving are more numerous than the 
stands; and the sins we are daily committing against thee 
are, beyond expression, innumerable. But thou, O Lord! 
dost give us double for all our sins. Thou givest us mercy 
_ for our rebellion, and forgiveness for all our trespasses. 5 
Glory to the riches of thy grace, that thou art this day re:. 
conciling sinners to thyself. O Lord! grant that thine an- | 
. cient Israel may feel the power of thy Holy Spirit upon 

their hearts, and be turned to the Lord, in whom they are 
to be gaved with an everlasting salvation. Thine arm, 
great God | is not shortened, that it cannot save, nor is thine 
ear heavy, that it cannot hear. Hear, O God! the prayers 
of this thy people: and though I have not ability to preach 
to them as I wish to do, yet, Lord! take the wish for the 
deed. I desire to carry conviction to every heart. But do 
thou take the most simple declaration of the truth, and ap- 
ply it with wisdom and power to the most hardened heart, 
and, by that application, bring the most obdurate sinners 
humble in the dust before thee. Do this to-day, O God! 
and then shall I, as well as the whole congregation, confess 25 
that the power as of thee, and not of man. Take us into 
thy care and protection. Bless us, O God! and for thine -. 
own sake do more for us than we can ask or think. 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 1 8 
8 hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God!“! 
ay the Spirit of God lead you into an understanding othis - 
. blessed world! May you know that Messiah is come, and | 
that Jesus of Nazareth is he !---and may the same Spirit 
enable you to give him, with the Father and the Holy ON, | 
three persons in one eternal God, equal aud endless praises! 1 
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